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When Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette mounted
their coach they were greeted with cheers. Cries
of "Long live the King!" re-echoed, right to the
chamber where the monks slowly told their beads
for the repose of the dead prince.

In picking up the principal threads of a reign
that ended amid blame and criticism, Abbe de Very
writes: "Learned men are in the habit of designating
Louis XV's times as the peak period of the
monarchy. That is not my view; I regard
Louis XV's reign as the happiest period of our
history.

* Trance has never been so rich nor abounding
in so many forms of industry, so well endowed
with learned men; her country-side has never been
so well cultivated or so well peopled as in the
reign of Louis XV. His armies were not so
brilliant, I admit; but neither did they entail the
injustice, odiousness or devastation of his predeces-
sor. There was no civil war to shed his citizens*
blood, nor did any religious cause put them at
the mercy of the executioner for fifty-nine years.
No period of the monarchy has given us so long
a peace. And in that same period the three foreign
wars did not bring hostile armies within our
frontiers. The only way in which the people
suffered for them was the lives of some of their
soldiers and the money to support the wars.
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